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To the youth climate activists of Australia

The Ausralian Youth Climate Coalition and Australian Stu-
dent Environment Network are proud to be a part of Fossil 
Fools Day 2008. Fossil fuels are pretty much as un-cool 
as our old maths teacher’s vest, and it’s about time that 
people start to realize it. We’ve been building a huge 
movement over the past few years. Fossil Fools Day 
is time to show our numbers, our creativity, and our 
power. This day of action will strengthen your campus 
work, perhaps launch new campus projects like transport 
campaigns, and promote the solutions to climate change 
– like Green Jobs and renewable energy- that will solve 
the climate crisis.  

Fossil Fools Day is an opportunity to step up our move-
ment and spend some time off campus and in the streets. 
Or offices. Or any place in your community that has a fos-
sil fool target. This toolkit can give you some suggestions 
about where to go and what to do, but we encourage you 
to be as creative as possible. 

The challenge ahead of us is not just to stop dangerous 
climate change, but to create a future free of environmen-
tal injustice and social injustice. Today, we are at the 
beginning of that journey, looking ahead to a new, 
clean energy economy. 

But to get there, we must find our way past the big 
obstacle that threaten to stop us in our tracks: the 
fossil fuel industry. Climate change is our generation’s 
great responsibility, great challenge, and great opportu-
nity. Our future depends on breaking down this obstacle 
together. 

We have a brief window of opportunity to make this hap-
pen. The clock is ticking. We are running out of time. 

At this moment, all decisions are crucial. All choices 
are urgent. All the actions you organise or attend on 

Fossil Fools Day will make an impact. 

As children growing up in Australia know, it is Jack who 
outsmarts the giant, and it is David who slays Goliath. 

Out with the old, dirty economy and in with the new 
green one!

The Australian Youth Climate Coalition + Australian Stu-
dent Environment Network Teams

The Australian Youth Climate Coalition is a coalition of 
more than 20 organizations from across Australia, founded 
and led by youth to help support and strengthen the stu-
dent and youth clean energy movement in Australia. 
Our current coalition partners are:  ANU Law Students for a Just 
Community; The Australian Climate Change Education Network, The 
Australian Student Environment Network, AIESEC, Centre for Sustain-
able Leadership, Centenary Heights State High School Environmental 
Council – “Eco Action”, Cycle Against the Nuclear Cycle, Cycle for 
Sustainability, Engineers Without Boarders, Getup!, International Young 
Professionals Foundation, Just Act, Law Students for a Just Community, 
National Indigenous Youth Movement of Australia, National Union of 
Students, OzGreen, Pedal Australia For Clean Energy, Rising Tide New-
castle, Sydney University Environment Collective, UNSW Environment 
Collective, United Nations Youth Association, Wollongong University 

The Australian Youth Climate Coalition recognise and pay respect to the 
Indigenous nations and traditional caretakers of the land. 

We acknowledge this land was and always will be an integral part of the 
spiritual and cultural herstories of Indigenous peoples. 

We recognise sovereignty was never ceded. More than 500 Indigenous 
nations shared this land for over 40,000 years before invasion. 

We express solidarity and continued commitment to working with 
Indigenous peoples, both in Australia and around the world, in ongoing 
struggles for land rights, self determination, sovereignty and the recog-

nition of past injustices. 

If you are reading this you are standing on Aboriginal land.

Toolkit content is sourced from  AYCC & Energy Action coalition part-
ners & Rising Tide North America. Front cover ‘no coal’ design: Robert 
Blake. Toolkit designed and compiled by Anna Rose. 
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 Fossil Fools Day
A global day of climate action to build a more just future

On April 1, 2008 young people from around the world are rising up to show the world that we refuse to fool 
around with climate change and our future. Led by the Australian Student Environment Network, on April 1 

we will take collective action to turn the tide away from fossil fuel dependence and towards a clean and just 
energy revolution. On this historic day of action we will tear down the dirty energy that stands in our way, 

while building the better world we need.

We are Fed Up
We have had enough of fossil fuel tomfoolery - empty promises and lackluster leadership from our govern-

ments and dirty energy companies. We have had enough of coal companies that destroy communities, poison 
our air, and spew global warming pollution. We are sick of oil and car companies keeping us dangerously ad-

dicted to oil. And we will kick every politician out of office who refuses to show bold, 
political leadership in fighting climate change.

Join us in making April 1 a day the fossil fuel industry never forgets! 

We Are Hopeful
Climate change is our generation’s biggest challenge, but also our biggest opportunity. We can make sure that 
as we move away from dangerous fossil fuels we are building not only a cleaner, but also a more just future. 

We will help ensure that the clean energy revolution leaves no one behind 
and creates hundreds of thousands of new, green jobs.

Join us in building a more just future. Plan an action to spur green job creation in your community today.

We Are Powerful
Together we can build a more just and sustainable future. We are calling on communities across Australia to 
show the fossil fuel industry and bad politicians that we mean business by organizing a Fossil Fools Day ac-

tion today. Ideas include, but are by no means limited to: rallies at petrol stations or politician’s offices, Critical 
Mass bike rides, office occupations, Billionaire’s for Coal demonstrations, 

spank the bank visits... 

This April 1st join with people around the world to end the fossil fuel age 
and stand up for a new energy future.  



Who are the fossil fools in your 
Neighborhood?*  
Anywhere you live, fossil fools are going 
to be engaging in destruction, poison-
ing of communities, and other fi lthy, 
climate changing business. Most of us 
live (sometimes ignorantly) in the shad-
ow of toxic, combustion or extraction 
activities. 

Even if you don’t live near these points 
of destruction, unless your living off the 
grid, your utility company gets most of 
its energy from fossil fuels...and that’s 
despite any photos of wind turbines or 
solar panels on their website, or “green” 
options they are more than happy to 
charge you extra for on your bill. 

The Australian Youth Climate Coali-
tion can put you in contact with a local 
or campus group working on climate 
and energy issues, who should have 
an idea of possible fossil fool targets in 
your area. 

Oh, who are the people in your neighborhood?

 In your neighborhood?

In your neighborhood?

     Say, who are the people in your neighborhood?

     The people that you meet each day? 

STUDENTS WIN VICTORY 
AGAINST COAL IN THE US!

Students at University of North Caro-
lina Charlotte and Wilson College 

helped to stop the development of 
the Cliffside coal-fi red power plant 

in North Carolina. Students attended 
public meetings, researched the is-
sue and worked with Energy Justice 

Network to target the NC Utilities 
Commission with over 200 student 

messages calling for No New Cliffside 
Coal Plants. Within a month the com-
mission announced a denial of one of 
the two Duke Energy proposed plants. 

*Words on this page from Rising Tide North America Fossil 
Fools Day toolkit. 



Australian Student Enviro Network 
Campus Climate CampaignCampus Climate Campaign

Clean Energy Campaigns
For the last 3 years ASEN, through the ASEN Climate Working Group has 
been supporting campuses around the country run campaigns to switch 
universities to clean energy, to mobilise and engage thousands of students.  Some of the signifi cant victories 
in 2006-7 include:

o Sydney University: has held its fi rst campus referendum in 27 years was held in which 92% of stu-
dents believed USyd should purchase 20% clean energy. The campaign has received national media atten-
tion and continues to agitate for a major shift in the University’s energy policy.
o Newcastle and UTS in response to student pressure have both set up university working groups to 
address climate change and campus sustainability.  These working groups have valued student representa-
tion. 
o In response to a student campaign, Flinders University is undertaking a comprehensive Environmen-
tal Management Plan which will see the university purchase 
o The ANU and UNSW Student Organisations have taken their fi rst signifi cant steps towards going 
Carbon Neutral, fundraising to purchase Green Power and install solar panels.  

Pedal Australia for Clean Energy (PACE)
PACE are a group of young people in 
ASEN who circumnavigated the Australian 
continent in 2007 on bikes and a veggie-oil 
van. PACE promoted the use of sustainable 
energy, showcased sustainable transport 
and raised awareness about the environ-
mental and social implications of fossil fuels 
as our main source of energy. PACE visited 
universities, schools and environment col-
lectives across Victoria, ACT, NSW and 
Queensland, NT, WA and South Australia 
sharing skills and information about climate 
change and sustainable energy! Congrats 
to the PACE crew. 

ASEN activists (including 2 PACE riders) protesting the 
Hazelwood power station expansion in Melbourne. 



What is “Clean coal” and why is it being promoted?

The term “clean coal” means different things to different people. Those who claim 
that “clean coal” can help solve the global climate change crisis are referring to a 
process called “Carbon Capture and Storage” (CCS), also known as “geoseques-
tration”. This refers to the capture of carbon dioxide emissions from a coal- or gas-
fi red power plant or other industrial source, transport via pipelines or haulage, and 
storage of the gas underground or in the ocean, in isolation from the atmosphere.

Coal produces 25% of the world’s energy (including transport and heat), and 40% 
of the world’s carbon dioxide emissions from fuel combustion

CCS is unable to achieve substantial reductions in global greenhouse emissions in 
the fi rst half of this century, and will not be available in the critical period between 
now and 2020 when global emissions cuts are essential. Most studies predict that 
CCS will reduce the amount of growth in emissions until 2050, not reduce actual 
emissions levels. Global greenhouse emissions need to be reduced much sooner 
and by a far greater amount than is achievable relying on CCS technology.

For more info visit the Rising Tide ‘False Solutions’ Reading Room - 
http://www.risingtidenorthamerica.org/wordpress/false-solutions/
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What is “Clean coal” and why is it being promoted?

These days, everyone professes concern about climate change. And with the advent of the Kyoto Protocol, 
the EU Emissions Trading Scheme, and carbon ‘offsets’, it looks like governments and corporations are at last 
starting to do something about the problem. But are they? Or are these ‘market approaches’ merely delaying 
action and diverting resources away from positive solutions? This year, more and more front-page news sto-
ries and investigative TV documentaries have told us that the neoliberal ‘carbon trading’ approach to climate 
change just isn’t working. Carbon offset projects, in addition to licensing “pollution as usual” in the North, are 
reinforcing the power of some of the most oppressive and heaviest-polluting industries in countries such as 
India, South Africa, Brazil, Ecuador and Uganda. Only a few per cent of carbon credits from offi cial UN projects 
are generated by renewable energy projects. Most come from big installations that destroy industrial gases or 
burn methane from waste dumps or coal mines. 

The institutions most eager to set up offset projects - from the World Bank to Tokyo Power - are precisely 
those most committed to burning up more and more fossil fuel. Covering the land with windmills and biofuel 
plantations will be of little use unless fossil fuel extraction is stopped. What’s the problem? The Durban Group 
for Climate Justice’s book, ‘Carbon Trading: A Critical Conversation on Climate Change, Privatisation and 
Power’(http://www.thecornerhouse.org.uk/summary.shtml?x=544225), provides some answers.

Find Out More: 
    * The New Internationalist’s offset special: www.newint.org/issues/2006/07/01
    * George Monbiot on offsetting: www.monbiot.com/archives/2006/10/19/selling-indulgences
    * and: www.monbiot.com/archives/2006/01/17/buying-complacency
    * An excellent, detailed analysis of offsetting: www.carbontradewatch.org/pubs/carbon_neutral_myths.pdf

 
“For every problem there 
is a solution which is 
simple, clean and wrong.”
   - HL Mencken, journalist and social  
  critic (1880-1956)

Wrong Way: Go Back! 

Beware of False Solutions

:: Clean Coal ::

:: Carbon Offsetting ::



Nuclear No Solution 

TOO MANY REACTORS; NOT ENOUGH 
CARBON REDUCTIONS 

Major studies (from MIT, Commission on 
Energy Policy, and International Atomic En-
ergy Agency, for example) agree that about 
1,500-2,000 large new atomic reactors 
would have to be built for nuclear power to 
make any meaningful dent in  greenhouse 
emissions. Operation of that many new 
reactors (currently about 440 exist world- 
wide) would cause known uranium reserves 
to run out in just a few decades and force 
mining of lower-grade uranium, which itself 
would lead to higher greenhouse emissions. 
If all of these reactors were used to replace 
coal plants, carbon emissions would drop 
by about 20% worldwide. If used entirely 
as new capacity, in the place of sustainable 
technologies like wind power, solar power, 
energy efficiency, etc., carbon emissions 
actually would increase. 
  
TOO MUCH MONEY 

Construction of 1,500 new reactors would 
cost trillions of dollars. Use of resources of 
this magnitude would make it impossible to 
also implement genuinely effective means of 
addressing global warming. Energy efficien-
cy improvements, for example, are seven 
times more effective at reducing greenhouse 
gases, per dollar spent, than nuclear power. 
 
TOO MUCH TIME 

Construction of 1,500 new reactors means 
opening a new reactor about once every 
two weeks, beginning today, for the next 60 
years—an impossible schedule. The world’s 
nuclear reactor manufacturers currently are 
capable of building about half that amount. 
Since reactors take 6-10 years to build 
(some U.S. reactors that began operation in 

the 1990s took more than 20 years), we are 
already that long behind schedule and will 
fall farther behind. Addressing the climate 
crisis cannot wait for nuclear power.

TOO MUCH WASTE 

Operation of 1,500 or more new reactors 
would create the need for a huge new radio-
active waste dump somewhere in the world 
every 3-4 years.  The odds of identifying 
numerous new scientifically-defensible and 
publicly-acceptable waste dumps are slim. 
International efforts to site radioactive waste 
facilities are similarly behind schedule and 
face substantial public opposition, especially 
from Indigenous people whose communi-
ties are often used as the site for radioactive 
waste dumps. The U.S. and other countries 
are attempting to increase reprocessing 
of nuclear fuel as a waste management 
tool—a dangerous and failed technology 
that increases worldwide nuclear prolifera-
tion risks. 
 
TOO LITTLE SAFETY 

It’s like trying to solve one environmental 
disaster by creating another - and one that 
has the potential to end the entire world 
in one afternoon. Odds of a major nuclear 
accident are on the order of 1 in 10,000 
reactor-years. Operation of some 2,000 
reactors (1500 new plus 440 existing) could 
result in a Chernobyl-scale nuclear accident 
as frequently as every five years. Reactors of 
similar designs likely would close following 
a major accident, making nuclear power a 
risky proposition as a climate solution. And 
more reactors means more potential terrorist 
targets. 

TOO MUCH PLUTONIUM 

Operation of 1,500 or more new reac-
tors would require a dozen or more new 
uranium enricment plants, and would result 
in the production of thousands of tons of 
plutonium (each reactor produces about 
500 pounds of plutonium per year), posing 
untenable nuclear proliferation threats. 
  
NUKES EMIT CARBON TOO! 

While atomic reactors themselves are not 
major emitters of greenhouse gases, the nu-
clear fuel chain produces significant green-
house emisions. Besides reactor operation, 
the chain includes uranium mining, milling, 
processing, enrichment, fuel fabrication, and 
long-term radioactive waste storage, all of 
which are essential components of nuclear 
power. At each of these steps, construction 
and operation of nuclear facilities results in 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Taken together, the fuel chain greenhouse 
emissions approach those of natural 
gas—and are far higher than emissions from 
renewable energy sources, not to mention 
emissions-free energy efficiency technolo-
gies. 
 
NOT SUITED FOR WARMING CLIMATES 

Unlike solar power, nuclear power does not 
work well in warming climates. In the sum-
mer of 2004’s heat wave across Europe, 
dwindling river levels caused many reactors 
to reduce power levels and even shut down 
entirely. Reactors require vast quantities of 
water to keep the core cool; changes in wa-
ter levels, and even water temperatures, can 
greatly affect reactor operations. Reactors in 
the U.S. have similarly been forced to close 
during heat waves. 



Kick corporate fossil fool research 

off your campus

Universities, in collaboration with corporations, are develop-

ing new technologies using fossil fuel extraction and burning. 

Many schools have research facilities dedicated to the per-

petuation of coal. Chances are that any major university will be 

involved in some aspect of perpetuating our addiction to fossil 

fuels. Capitalizing on the need for alternative energy sources 

many universities are raking in big bucks setting up agrofu-

els research centers. Not only will agrofuels not create 

meaningful reductions in greenhouse gases, they create 

a host of new environmental and social problems.  Do 

some research, get creative, and kick the fossil fools in 

the butt and then off your campus.

Kick off a Sustainable Transport 
Campaign

Sustainable transportation campaigns motivate uni-
versities, as well as local and state governments, to 
help us reduce our oil consumption and greenhouse 

gas emissions by cleaning up the way we move 
around. From ensuring that our universities’ fleet vehicles 
are the cleanest on the road, to increasing the opportuni-
ties for biking, walking and mass transit, we can lead the 

way to a clean, safe future. If our campuses and cities 
invest in public transportation, bike infrastructure, and 
green cars, we can break our oil addiction and 

become models of emissions free 
transportation.

Fossil Fools Day 
    ON YOUR CAMPUS >>> 

Some Other Ideas...

Online pranks – fake websites
Adopt a car dealer

Billionaires for Coal
Flotilla actions on coal, oil or gas import/ export 

ports
Clean energy camps at coal sites

Spoof videos of fossil fool PR on YouTube
Projections onto buildings/ infrastructure 

Dig a coal mine in your target’s front yard
Installing solar on a fossil fool’s roof

Free bike rides around campus
Polar bear gas attendants

Puppets
Pies

Fossil Fool Day Cards
Fossil of the Year Awards

Hold Your Own Greenwash

A lot of fossil fools like to make grand statements about the 

climate to the public and then do exactly the opposite. Why 

not put those statements in perspective by holding your 

own green wash? Get a bunch of buckets of soap, some 

green food colouring, take to your local target and green-

wash away. 



Fossil Fools Day 
    IN THE STREETS >>> 

1. Stop the pumps

As the main public face of the oil industry, petrol stations are 
a great place to highlight the connection between car culture, 
climate change, and environmental justice. Aside from being 
one of the largest sources of greenhouse gases, there is not 
an oil company on this planet that has not been party to hu-
man rights atrocities. Whether it is Shell killing environmental 
activists in Nigeria or ChevronToxico dumping toxic waste on 
indigenous lands in the Amazon there are plenty of examples to 
make the connection between the destruction of the Earth and 
these companies’ assaults on human rights.

Consider such tactics as blockading the entrance to a petrol-
station, locking down to gas pumps, or having a die-in in front 
of the gas station. It is quite easy to gain access to the roof for 
a banner drop with the use of a extension ladder. It should also 
be noted that all petrol stations have safety shut off buttons 
that will shut off petrol pumps in case of an emergency, which 
are generally located on the outside of the station. If a global 
climate meltdown isn’t an emergency, we don’t know what is!

2. Stick it to the Biofools

While we’re on the topic, agrofuel expansion is being touted 
as a solution to climate change, but agrofuels are actually a 
distraction from rejecting car culture at best. At their worst they 
use massive amounts of fossil fuels and pesticides to produce, 
waste enormous quantities of fresh water, and are one of the 
leading causes of deforestation in the global south.

In addition to going after research institutions taking corporate 

money to expand the production of industrial agrofuels, target 
your local large-scale industrial bio-refinery, be it for ethanol, 
biodiesel, or other proposed biomass facility. 

If there’s no bio-refinery or financiers of bio-foolery in your area, 
you can research what agribusinesses are located in your town 
and target their offices or facilities with creative civil disobe-
dience such as banner hangs, office demos, blockades, or 
creative street theater. 

3. Spank the Bank Visits 

It would be nearly impossible for the fossil fuels industry to 
continue extraction and build new energy facilities without the 
financing of the world’s largest banks. Billions upon billions of 
dollars are handed out to the world’s largest polluters by these 
financial institutions. Fortunately there is a growing international 
effort to get these banks to withdraw all funding of the fossil 
fuels industry.

In the United States, groups such as Rainforest Action Net-
work, Mountain Justice Summer, and Rising Tide North 
America have been targeting Bank of America and Citibank 
for their financial support of the coal industry, and in particular 
companies practicing mountaintop removal coal mining. There 
have been over 100 actions against these banks ranging from 
branch occupations, to street theater, and banner drops. Even 
if you can’t pull a crowd together for a protest, a few people 
with “out of order” signs can shut down dozens of ATM ma-
chines owned by these banks in a matter of hours. Make sure 
there is a message in fine print on these signs about the banks 
role in climate change. 
For additional resources check out http://dirtymoney.org/

5. Deflate or die

People in Sweden and France have developed a creative 
means of protest against gas guzzling SUVs. They simply let 
the air out of the tires, rendering them immobile. Thousands 
of tires have been deflated immobilizing hundreds of vehicles 
which has generated much media attention and awareness on 
global warming.

The act is pretty simple and does not involve property damage. 
All one does is take off the valve cap and place a small pebble 
on top of the valve and screw the cap back on. If the pebble 
is placed correctly, it will press down on the air valve when you 
screw down the cap, thus releasing the air. To our knowledge 

** Words in this 
section from 
Rising Tide North 
America’s Fossil 
Fools Day Toolkit 



there is no law in Australia against releasing air from car tires, 
though we can’t guarantee it’s without risk. Make sure you leave 
a note on the car explaining your action.

6. Fry the friendly skies

Air travel is one of the fastest growing sectors for greenhouse 
gas emissions, as well as one of the most extravagant uses 
of fossil fuels. We need to combat air travel. Protests can be 
organized at airline offi ces as well as airports. While tight security 
at airports creates a number of logistical problems, they also 
contain some advantages such as a tendency to overreact to 
any situation out of the norm with a resulting disruption of airport 
business. Private airports, catering to the extremely wealthy, are 
also outstanding targets for action and send a clear message 
that short haul fl ights for the rich have got to go. Travel agencies 
are a great, easy place to do an action; activists in the UK regu-
larly U-lock their doors or otherwise blockade them. Due to the 
danger to both airplane passengers and yourself we discourage 
doing anything to interfere with airport runways. 

7. Offset this!

As the reality of climate change becomes ever more real, people 
and businesses are looking for ways to reduce their carbon 
footprint. This is undoubtedly a good thing. Unfortunately there 
are those out there who would rather make a fortune off the cli-
mate crisis rather than actually do anything to help. Enter carbon 
offset companies. These companies take people’s money, and 
promise to “offset” all or a portion of the greenhouse gas emis-
sions they create by paying to plant some trees or install effi cient 
light bulbs in some developing country. The problem is this does 
very little to actually reduce carbon emissions while making 
people think they can continue to live their exorbitant lifestyles. 
The bottom line is that carbon offset companies perpetuate the 
notion that we can continue to burn fossil fuels and fi ght climate 
change at the same time. A number of actions have been taken 
against the carbon offset industry such as offi ce occupations 
and creative street theater. Many Australian capital cities have 
carbon offset companies in them.

8. Resist road expansion

More roads mean more cars. Instead of reducing our dependen-
cy on automobiles the government focuses on building a never-
ending web of roads. New roads devastate natural ecosystems, 
disrupt animal migration, and open up previously untouched 
areas to new development, and encourage more and more cars 
to hit the road. 

9. Bikes not Bucks!

Critical Mass is a time 
honored protest against 
car culture and an 
excellent way to get 
large crowds out for 
mass civil disobedience
 with relatively low risk. 
For a Critical Mass, all you 
have to do is get together a
 group of bikers and take to the 
streets. The idea is to take over all 
lanes of traffi c to create an empowering 
atmosphere for bicycles while temporarily
 impeding automobile traffi c. It helps to have a few people at the 
head of the ride leading the mob if you have a route you want to 
stick to. But a ride without a planned route can be just as fun. 
Critical Masses can also be and excellent way to get a bunch of 
people to a protest target in a short amount of time. Consider 
having your Critical Mass end at a local climate criminal. Or take 
a tour of all the fossil fools in your town.

10. Banner Drops, Billboard Liberations

Unfurling a banner (for example, over a highway overpass, park-
ing garage, or roof) is an easy action anyone can take with little 
effort. Banner drops when well timed will get the message out to 
tons of people, even though they rarely stay up for more than 30 
minutes before being removed by security of some sort. And if 
you’re feeling a little more adventuresome you can get the mes-
sage out for hours by choosing a hard to reach location.
Billboard Liberation - the act of taking over a billboard and replac-
ing the advertisements with more important messages - can be 
an extremely effect way of getting attention to climate issues. 
Balloon Banners - for indoor banner hangs in offi ces or busi-
nesses with high ceilings a helium balloon banner can be up for 
quite some time and is easy to construct.
X marks the spot - Take your banner hang to the source: hang it 
on a Coal Silo, Smokestack, at coal importation port/train sta-
tion, or an oil refi nery and it’s likely to get a ton of attention. The 
harder it is to get up, the harder it will be for them to get it down!

11. Direct Action at the point of destruction

There are few more actions more attention grabbing then 
blocking access to a coal-fi red plant, coal mine, or coal export 
terminal. Having a lot of people is useful for an action like this, 
but most important is a site with one entry way that can be 
blockaded using civil disobedience and/or a more sophisticated 
blockade. In the summer of 2006 Rising Tide and Earth First! 
blocked the single access bridge to a Virginia coal-fi red power 
plant when someone U-locking themselves to a coal truck while 
another person took up a perch in a platform suspended by a 
rope crossing the bridge. The action shut down access to the 
coal plant for the better part of a day, got a ton of media atten-
tion, and no one was arrested when the protesters agreed to 
leave after media arrived. Of course a big, fun rowdy protest at a 
site like this is great too!

9. Bikes not Bucks!

honored protest against 

mass civil disobedience
 with relatively low risk. 
For a Critical Mass, all you 
have to do is get together a
 group of bikers and take to the 
streets. The idea is to take over all 
lanes of traffi c to create an empowering 
atmosphere for bicycles while temporarily



• Rising Tide International Fossil Fools Day Site- fossilfoolsday.org
• Billionaires for Coal : http://youtube.com/ then search for “billionaires for coal” 
• Campus – Community Organizing Guide (Working in Solidarity with Communities)
  http://www.energyjustice.net/campus/ccog.pdf
• Australian Student Environment Network - www.asen.org.au
• Australian Youth Climate Coalition - www.youthclimatecoalition.org 
• Canadian Youth Climate Coalition - ourclimate.ca
• Energy Action Coalition (USA) - climatechallenge.net
• Rising Tide Newcastle - risingtide.org.au

12. Take it to the HQ

If you live in an urban area, there’s a good chance you’ve 
got the head quarters of energy companies of some sort in 
your area. After doing some research and fi guring out who 
the fossil fools in your community are, if you’re like us, you’ll 
probably fi nd it hard to resist wanting to pay a little fossil fool 
day visit to their place of business. Energy companies hate 
the negative publicity a big rally brings, but even more an-
noying and disruptive to their climate destroying efforts is a 
nice blockade of the entry way of their business. In Portland, 
Oregon following the 2007 Convergence for Climate ac-
tion, activists wheeled out 3 giant concrete fi lled barrels with 
arm holes, which activists locked into disrupting entry to the 
headquarters of Pacifi c Power for the day while dozens of 
friends had a festive dance party and handed out hundreds of 
leafl ets about Pacifi c Power’s salmon-killing dams and coal-
fi red power plants.

If you want to get a bit closer to the dirty business of the fossil 
fools, an offi ce occupation may be in order. With some proper 
scouting, you’ll probably be shocked to learn just how easy 
it is to get into CEO’s offi ces. You might want to bring some 
lock down devices, and perhaps a bucket of coal as offi ce 
warming gifts.

13. Home is where the heart of the fossil fool is

If you’re more of an evening person, a home visit may be in 
order.  Often organizing a big rally at a fossil fool big wig’s 
house is action enough to get a lot of media attention (not 
to mention their neighbors attention) especially if you bring a 
great party songs and games. A banner hang on someone’s 
roof makes things a bit more interesting. [We caution against 
doing anything that could be construed as destroyed person-
al property.] Wanted posters hung in the neighborhood warn-
ing neighbors of a dangerous climate criminal living nearby 
can help get the word out as well.

Resources, Links & 
Cool Stuff to Check Out  >>> 
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